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Abstract 
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FOREWORD 



With pleasure and prida the staff of the Progran for Exceptional 
Children and Youth presents to you an overview of the 1968-69 Special 
Education events In the State of Alabama . Each activity described 
herein waa conducted with one purpose In mind: to Improve and expand 

the services to handicapped children and youth of Alabama. Education la 
a cooperative enterprise, and these services could not have been provided 
without the cooperation of the following: 

Honorable Albert P. Brewer and the Alabama Legislature 

Dr. Ernest Stone and the State Department of Education 

Dr. James J. Gallagher and staff. Bureau for Education of Handicapped, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. William Geer and staff. International Council for Exceptional 
Children 

Alabama Universities, Colleges and Local Education Agencies 

In the final analysis, any education program depends upon the Individual 
teacher and the local board of education. 

Since the public schools of Alabama have had opportunities to develop 
special education programs for exceptional children, ninety-six school 
ayrtema in Alabama have under permissive State legislation Initiated approxi- 
mately six hundred teacher units - an expectation in operation, serving 
children with all kinds of handicapping conditions. 

By sharing with you some of what has already been accomplished In 
Alabama through Special Education, vS hope that you will be able to appre- 
ciate more fully the way to transform an exceptional child into a productive 
citizen Is the provision of appropriate educational opportunities. 




Faye Mf Brown 

Program for Exceptional Children 
and Youth 
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DR. ERNEST STONE 

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 



A WORD OF APPRECIATION 



On Hay 14 , 1959 Dr. Faya Brown partldpatad In a unlqua aducatlonal 
testimonial befora a Congreaalonal Committee In Waahlngton. At Congreaaman 
Perkins' Invitation, Dr. Brown was the only apedal educator called to apeak 
to the House Labor-HEW Appropriations Sub-Committee on behalf of national 
appropriations for critically underfunded education authorisations. 

I take this opportunity to express appreciation for the work of the 
staff of the Program for Exceptional Children and Youth In the State of 
Alabama, and to command Dr. Faye Brown, Chief Conaultant, for bringing 
national recognition to Alabama by her outstanding educational leadership. 

As the Honorable Carl D. Perkins, Committee Chairman, expreaaed It, "My 
thanks for representing not only the Interest and needa of achool children 
In your area but also throughout the nation." 



SIGNED 




Eitaest Stone 

State Superintendent of Education 
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SCOPE OF THE PROGRAM 



STATE OF ALABAMA* DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROGRAM FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN AND YOUTH 



The exceptional child Is one who deviates from normal to the extent 
that a Special Education program Is needed to develop the child's maximum 
potential. 



Alabama's Scholastic Population 




A. 130*000 was the number of Alabama exceptional children and youth 

needing special education services during 1967-68 
10*000 was the number of Alabama exceptional children and youth 
receiving special educational services during 1967-68 

12G*000 was the number of Alabama exceptional children and youth 

deprived of special educational services during 1967-68 



B. Alabama cannot afford to withhold special education services from 
over 90 percent of its exceptional children and youth who may be 
classified under one or more of the following categories: Mental 

retardation* hearing Impairment* emotional conflict* visual Impair- 
ment* crippling conditions* speech problems* learning disabilities* 
or other handicaps. 
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1968-69 PROGRAM FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN AND YOUTH 



Total Number of Teachers Employed : 



Counties 330 

Approximate Number of Pupils Enrolled In These Classes : 

Mentally Retarded — Educable 5,284 

Mentally Retarded — Trainable 695 

Physically Handicapped 430 

Speech and Hearing Problems 3,096 

Emotionally Disturbed 40 

Socially Maladjusted 10 

Learning Disabilities 75 

Total 9,630 

Number of School Systems Operating Classes : 

Counties 53 

Cities 41 



(Note: Two additional county systems pay transportation 

costs for children to attend classes In another school 
system) . 





Breakdown of 


Classes by Type of Handicap 














Educable 












Mentally 


Trainable 




Phvslcal 


Homebound 


Hospital 


Retarded 


Retarded 


Counties 
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13 


1 


253 


33 


Cities 


17 
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179 


25 


Total 


23 


22 
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432 


58 






Speech 










Deaf 


Therapist 


Partially Seeing Hard -of -Hearing 


Counties 


0 


15 


0 
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Cities 


8 


25 


2 
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Total 


8 


40 


2 
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Emotionally 


Socially 




Learning 




Blind 


Disturbed 


Maladlusted 


Disabilities 


Counties 
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0 
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Cities 
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1 
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Total 


1 


4 


1 
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"EVENTS OF 1968-1969" 



August 1 9 1968 - Dr. F aye M. Broun ummi duties ss Chief Consultant , 
Depertnsnt for Exceptional Children end Youth. 

September 1, 1968 - Mrs. Carol Leveled? joins staff of State Depertnsnt. 

September 15, 1968 - Staff meets with Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
to make plans for the expansion and improvement of cooperative claases. 

October 4 and 5, 1968 - Special Stud? Planning Conference at Cheaha State 
Park. Fred Welntraub, Assistant to Executive Secretary of Council for 
Exceptional Children was the keynote speaker. 

November 6, 7, and 8, 1968 - Special Study Inatitute for parents of pre- 
school deaf children held in Birmingham. Mr. George Fellingdorf, Editor 
of Volta Reviev uas the keynote speaker. Dr. Althena Smith of John Tracy 
Clinic and Mrs. Winnifred Northcutt of Minnesota mere visiting consultants. 

November 21 and 22, 1968 - National Association State Directors of Special 
Education Masting in Washington, D. C. - Dr. Faye Broun chairing Place 
Committee. 

December 1, 1968 - Drive-in Workshop in Gadsden. Mrs. Lila Niles, Prin- 
cipal of Partlou State School presented a film. Planned by staff. 

December 4, 5, and 6, 1968 - American Asaociatlon for Mental Deficiency, 
Regional Meeting in Birmingham. State Department staff members attended. 

December 6, 1968 - Annual Southern Area Child Welfare Conference - Remade 
Inn, Tuscaloosa. Dr. Broun lectured on - "Education for the Multiply 
Handicapped Child". 

January 21, 1969 - Mrs. Florence Abrams joins staff. 

February 8, 1969 - Alabama Federation Council for Exceptional Children 
Meeting In Birmingham. An outstanding teacher's award will be presented 
to an outstanding teacher bi-annual ly in honor of Mrs. Alpha Broun. 

February 18, 21, and 22, 1969 - Annual Forum of Council on the Organisation 
Serving the Deaf, New Orleans, Louisiana - Mrs. Batty Layton and Mrs. Elisa- 
beth Graeber, Staff of Title VI, Pilot Study for the Very Young Deaf. 

March 1, 1969 - Jackson County one-day Special Education Workshop for entire 
area. Planned by staff. 

March 7, 1969 - Symposium on Diagnosis and Remediation of Learning Dis- 
abilities - Invited participants met in Birmingham. 



"Events of 1968-1969" (Continued) 



March 12, 13, and 14, 1969 - Alabama Education Aaaoclatlon in Birninghan - 
Alabama F adoration Council for Exceptional Children Luncheon* Dr* William 
Wolf was gueat speaker. 

March 26, 1969 - Special Education, Vocational Rehabilitation and Vocational 
Educational Masting - Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

April 14, 1969 - Vocational Education Regional Masting in Atlanta - Mrs. Love- 
lady attended* 

April 22, 23, 24, and 25, 1969 - Vocational Rehabilitation Regional Workshop - 
Tallahassee, Florida - Mrs. Anne Ramsey presented a paper on "The State De- 
partment Role in Cooperative Programs". 

May 14, 1969 - Area Workshop at Banks Model School dealing with media approach 
to teaching - Staff planned. 

May 14, 1969 - Dr. Brown testified before U. S. House Sub-Committee on Labor- 
Health Education and Welfare to speak for all of Education. 

May 26 and 27, 1969 - Dr. Brown participated in Planning Conference, BEH, 
Washington, D. C. 

June 2, 1969 - Mrs. Jacqueline Pierce joins staff. 

June 4, 1969 - State Wide Homs Economic Conference - Thomas Jefferson Hotel, 
Birmingham. Dr. Brown spoke on "Helping the Handicapped and Disadvantagsd 
Through Cooperation with Other Agencies". 

June 17, 18, and 19, 1969 - Alabama Seminar and Educational Fair Titles I 
and III, Public Law 89-10. Dr. Brown on Panel entitled - Related Programs, 
Exceptional Children. 

June 18, 1969 - Elementary Principals Conference - University of Alabama - 
Dr. Brown presented a paper on "State Level Programming for Exceptional 

Children". 

June 26 and 27, 1969 - Special Study Institutes for Superintendents mat 
in Montgomery. Dr. Jamas Gallagher, Associate Deputy Commissioner, BEH 
Keynoter - Mr. William Geer, Executive Secretary, Council for Exceptional 
Children, made presentation. State staff planned. 



FUTURE EVENTS 

July 1, 1969 - Mrs. Terry Graham and Mr. Ernest Singletary Join staff. 

July 9, 10, and 11, 1969 - National Association for State Directors of 
Special Education Hasting in Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Regional Consultants 

ALABAMA 



Carol Lovelady mm 
Florence Abrams ■ 
Jacqueline Pierce 
Ann Ramsey ■■■ 
Wanda Walton 




NORTHWEST ALABAMA 



The Northwest Alabama Region covers eleven counties* eighteen systems 
and one hundred and two classes* Each of these has been visited by this 
consultant during the year* 

Thara has been a variety of stimulating activities taking place. We 
have worked with Parent Groups and ARC Groups* 

Throughout the region there have been pre-school workshops and many 
in-service meetings* A variety of subjects were explored* More time has 
been spent with teacher groups in formulating objectives and plans for 
the classes. Teaching techniques and lesson plans were discussed. New 
materials and msthods were surveyed. 

Many of the systems have Invited the consultant to assist them in 
writing proposals for Title III and Title VI programs. 

It has bean a pleasure to have worked with all of the superintendents* 
assistant superintendants and their staffs in this region for the past 
year* and I wish each of you a productive and pleasant future* 
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NORTHEAST ALABAMA 



the regional consultant tor Northeast Alabama serves twenty-on. school 
■••tees In the area. During the recent school year she was 
both and conducting ln-eervlce education prograas throughout the 

regions 

In addition to tha in-service education progress aha also * 

"drive in” workshop which was held in Gadsden a Approximately fifty taac s 
from eight different systens attended this session. 

Ons systes in the region has , for the past two years* ** r ^*^**j’^* 
host for a one-day vorkahop. This workshop which has been haWJLn the 
spring of the year concentrated this year on materials and methods, 
workshop Involved not only Special Education personnel, but also adminle- 
SH? federal coordinators, end guidance personnel. Seven echooi jy.t.« 
participated In the workshop with a total of seventy-eight participants. 

The regional consultant wee Invited to meet and work with the teachers at 
the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind la making suggestions for new 
jgtsrials to bs purchased for the classes . 

Many hours were spout in helping administrators plan and implement 
federal projects on both Title VI and Title III. 

Many opportunities have passed through the regional constant's Mem 
during recent months to become awpiaintad with and work with many outet end g 
administrators . We have seen a greet deal of progress in thaaraa of Special 
Education in Northeeet Alabama this year, however, with our fine group of 
superintendents we expect to see even sore next year. 



SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 



The regional territory conaldarad Southaaat Altbni roughly covara 
22 systems (12 County, 10 City) and runs from Ruaaall County In tha north 
to Escanbla County In tha vast. This ragion ylalds approximately 100 
spacial aducation desses • Tha yaar 1968*69 raprasantad a rathar unique 
yur go tha raglonal consultant In Southaaat Alabana. Mich o£ tha sarvlca 
randarad was gaarad for orlantatlon of baginning spacial aducation taachars. 
Spacial packats of aatarials for thaaa baginning taachars vara developed 
and approxlaataly 30 of thaaa packats wars distributad on aithar an indi- 
vidual visitation basis or at an orlantatlon typa ln-sarvlca aaating. 

Much tins was davotad to planning and consulting with thosa systems 
involvad in writing Titla VI and Titla III proposals. Thara vara 14 
Matarials Displays conductad last yaar in an attempt to halp systana pra- 
viaw tha lataat "on tha market" in equipment and supplias for spacial 

classas. 

A larga portion of tha raglonal consultant's tlaa was spant in ragularly 
schadulad in-aarvica aaatinga with syataaa. Mora and aora our school systana 
are allowing thair spacial aducation parsonnal to plan aaaningful ln-sarvlca 
asatings of thair own rathar than balng placed in with regular alaaantary 
or secondary taachars in a rathar general in-service progrsn. The regional 
consultant was asked to participate in approxlaataly 20 such in— service 
asatings during 1968-69 school yaar. These asatings reflected to a great 
extant tha planning and desires of tha taachars thenselves and covered a wide 
variety of subjects such as writing currlculun guides; orlantatlon and plan- 
ning with regular faculty asabers, sequential spacial aducation prograaalng, 
psychological tasting and interpretation of tests, previewing fllns and 
aatarials from tha Southeastern Matarials Canter, exaalnlng and critiquing 
new aatarials, supplias and aquipaant, teaching of reading and spalling, 
lapleasntlng unit teaching, adequate record keeping and teaching arithaatlc 

skills. 

Careful planning and developing of tha 6 Cooperative Classas in this 
area was carried out with tha local VRS Counselors as wall as tha VRS Area 
Supervisors and tha State Supervisor of Services for tha Mentally Handi- 
capped. 

Perhaps one of tha most interesting events during the past year was the 
Special Education Workshop at Banks Model School held on M«.y 14, 1969. 
Twenty-eight teachers were invited to attend this one-day event. The program 
was geared to help special education teachers seat the individual needs of 
their students through a variety of nater ials and nedla. Cooperative plan- 
ning with the Banks Model School staff. Southeast Alabana Media Project 
and the Program for Exceptional Children, State Department of Education, gave 
the teachers a full day of -experiences. 

The Summer of 1969 looks as if it will hold exciting things for 11 
systems who will be conducting Title VI Projects. We will continue to work 
with these systems in any way to better implement these projects. 
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Southeast Alabama (Continued) 



Looking beck over the special education services for 1968-69 reveals 
some progress « But it le not the looking beck which challenges us — It 
Is the prospect of whet Is yet to be accomplished for our "special" children 
which gives us the unique challenge* 



SOUTHWEST ALABAMA 



The Southwest Region consists of approximately 150 special education 
classes In eight counties* Mrs. Martha Pendleton wee the consultant for 
this region, but she resigned to join her husband In New York City. The 
eras has been assigned to Mrs* Florence Abrams for 1969-70. 

Many of the systems were visited after Mrs* Pendleton's resignation 
by Dr. Faye Brown and Mrs. Carol Lovelady. There were some Interesting 
programs and outstanding projects observed. One event which merits special 
recognition Is the Special Olympics Program for students In special educa- 
tion. It was held In Mobile at Murphy High School track on Friday, May 23. 
There were 381 students participating from 27 schools. 

From the opening Olympic parade to the Olympic torch It was Indeed an 
exciting day for exceptional children. Proud contestants took home 240 
trophies awarded to first, second, and third place winners In the 50 Yard 
Dash, Standing Broad Jump, 300 Yard Run, Softball Throw, and the High Jump. 

Officials for the Special Olympics Program were volunteers from local 
school and University of South Alabama Physical Education Departments. 

Research and evaluation have shown that carefully planned physical 
activities and sports are effective means of reaching retarded children. 

In this area they can often succeed and build a positive self-image, gain- 
ing In confidence and group acceptance. As they Improve their performance 
on the playing field, they also Improve their skills In the classroom and 
eventually on the job. 



CONSULTATIVE SERVICES OFFERED 

BY 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROGRAM FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN AND YOUTH 



The State Department of Education currently hae a staff of eight 
consultants under the supervision of the Chief Consultant to assist local 
schools with their Special Education Programs. Some of the ways these 
consultants might be utilized are suggested In the following table: 



Consultant Duties 



1. Observe Special Education classrooms and teachers 

2. Cooperate with local administrators 

3. Work with parent, community, and service organisations 

4. Represent the State Program for Exceptional Children and Youth 

Local School Opportunities 



lo Suggest ways of Improving teaching and encourage the teacher 

In her dally tasks regarding curriculum, materials, scheduling, 
and etc. 

2. Help to develop program continuity and leadership Including 
utilization of available funding. 

3. Facilitate pupil referrals for evaluation and services. 

4. Conduct ln-servlce education, regional and area workshops, and 
consult with related programs. 



Get acquainted with your regional consultant. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 
PROGRAM FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY, 1969 



In a nine-month period (September through May, 1969), two psychologists 
from the State Program for Exceptional Children made a total of 52 visits 
to school systems (14 to city systems and 37 to county systems) and evalu- 
ated a total of 4 12 students , This service was provided to assist the local 
school agencies in setting up and improving the classes for exceptional 
children. 

Psychology as applied to schools has as its basis the application of 
psychological knowledge to the problems of the classroom; thus special ed- 
ucation must consider the child *s complete interaction with the regular 
school as well as his special requirements 0 Any training in the areas of 
counseling, measurements, research, as well as social, abnormal, educational, 
and developmental psychology would be beneficial in planning a sound program 
especially designed for the child’s individual needs <> Because a psychologist 
cannot be proficient in all these areas, he must limit his activities to 
those in which he is most competent e Improvement of special classes can be 
achieved when the psychologist works to help the individual child, the child's 
parents, the teacher, and administrators , 

To help the individual child in a special class, the psychologist should 
completely analyze the psychological and educational strengths and weaknesses 
of the child o Recommendations regarding a full program to be met in the 
special classroom are required, and this action can be achieved by working 
with other agencies and specialists in the formulation of a sound line of 
academic pursuit e 

Interpretation of the results of testing (pointing out identified 
strengths, weaknesses, and needs) is a prime factor in the psychologist's 
responsibility to the teacher , Suggestions should be considered pointing 
out the learning and adjustment problems that might conflict with the planned 
education program ter the child 0 

Parents should also be informed as to the psychological and educational 
needs of their child through the interpretation of tools used by the psy- 
chologist o Parents seeking help need to be provided with suggestions in 
helping their children meet the demands of their environment „ When appro- 
priate to their child, suggestions for referrals to other agencies and 
specialists are often needed to insure proper identification and treatment 
of the child. 

Administrators may be assisted by the psychologist in the evaluation of 
their present education programs. Research is an important key to planning, 
design, preparation, and facilitating programs through local, state and 
federal agencies. 
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Psychological Services (Continued) 



Everyone Involved with the child In the setting of the special class- 
room Is a determinant of his development » By using the team approach, the 
potential of each child will be more nearly achieved* The team approach 
has been most successful in the classroom because It uses the talents and 
knowledge of all team members Involved plus adding variety to the program* 



OTHER DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES OFFERED IN ALABAMA 



The two Diagnostic Centers In the State of Alabama are located In 
Montgomery at "The Diagnostic Clinic for Children", 310 Madison Terrace, 
sponsored by Children's Center of Montgomery and the Learning and Develop- 
mental Disorders Center In Birmingham* 

The Diagnostic Clinic for Children In Montgomery serves children In 
the areas south of Birmingham* 

This year (1968-69) the clinic has served 211 patients** At present 
there are twenty children on the waiting list to be served 

The Diagnostic Clinic for Children Is an outpatient program offering 
diagnostic and evaluative services to children with developmental diffi- 
culties* Specifically, the clinic Is designed to give services to children 
who exhibit difficulties In the development of mental abilities, physical 
abilities and speech* Because of the specific nature of the services of 
the clinic. It Is Important that some evidence exists that the developmental 
difficulties of the child are caused by a lowered mental ability and/or 
organic brain damage* 

Children are accepted of all ages and all races* Because of the Im- 
portance of early diagnosis, however, children up to age eight are given 
first consideration for services* Any Interested adult may refer a child 
to the Diagnostic Clinic* 

The Diagnostic Clinic for Children Is one of the 105 federally supported 
diagnostic centers throughout the United States* It occupies one front 
wing of Children's Center of Montgomery, Inc*, 310 North Madison Terrace, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36107* All services In the clinic are rendered without 
charge because the clinic Is entirely supported with federal funds allocated 
to the Children's Center of Montgomery, Inc* by the U* S* Children's Bureau, 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D. C. 

The Center for Developmental and Learning Disorders In Birmingham not 
only provides training programs for new professional personnel working with 
children with learning problems but also operates a diagnostic and evaluation 
center* In order for a child In the State of Alabama to be admitted Into 
the diagnostic process, a written letter of referral from a licensed physi- 
cian is required* Referral letters should Include all pertinent medical and 
social history that will enable a screening committee to make judgments re- 
garding the feasibility of the Center's services being of benefit to the 
child and family* Such referrals should be addressed to Mr* Dale Brantley, 
Director of the Division of Social Services, Center for Developmental and 
Learning Disorders, University of Alabama Medical Center, 1919 Seventh 
Avenue, South, Birmingham, Alabama 35233* 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION - VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 




For many years Special 
Education, Vocational Re- 
habilitation and local school 
system personnel have become 
increasingly aware of the lack 
of services for older retarded 
youth Generally our programs 
incited "holding power" to keep 
these young adults in school 
beyond the compulsory state 
school law age of sixteen years 
and to prepare them for useful 
work* 



As a result of this felt 
need in I960, the National 
Office of Vocational Rehab ill 
tatlon funded a three year 
Research and Demonstration 
Project designed to work with 
older retardates in Alabama « 
This Project was initiated in 



tan school systems scattered throughout the state ; Under the direction of 
the University of Alabama, and working hand-in-hand with the Program for 
Exceptional Children and Youth and Vocations! Rehabilitation, the Research 
and Demonstration Project "go? off the gr . , The next three years yielded 
a wealth of information and research u vhat seemed to work test with these 
youth* Even though the Project phased out in 1963, this was just the beginning 
for expanded services. These original ten Research and Demonstration classes 
have now grown to sixty cooperative classes* Hopefully, we have not only 
grown in quantity but quality as well* 

Certainly on** of the strong points of this program is the "cooperative" 
aspect* For example, whan a new cooperative program is to oe established, a 
representative from the Program for Exceptional Children and Vocational Re- 
habilitaticn meet with the local superintendent and his staff to plan for com- 
prehensive servit es < 

Each agency involved in the agreement has certain duties and obligations 
to perform as outlined in a written cooperative agreement- Once the initial 
agreement has been signed both Vocational R{'h.^ilitatloii and Special Educa- 
tion continue to work closely with the local school system in providing the 
best possible services* 
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Special Education - Vocational Rahabilitation Cooperative Program (Continuad) 



Plana ara now undarvay to anlarga tha aarvicaa both in tarns of addi- 
tional ataff members on tha Stata level as wall as incraasing tha numbers 
of dassas acroaa tha atata. Wa ara proud of tha prograss aada and look 
to thssa desses to extend tha "cooperative" aspect of tha total Program 
for Exceptional Children* 
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COOPERATIVE PLANNING FOR CHILDREN IN CONFLICT 



Under provisions of Public Law 89-10, as amended, tha Stats Program 
for Exceptional Children and Youth funded four projects to help children 
experiencing emotional conflicts. The four were collectively titled 
"Educational Leadership through Planning Research". Dr. L. W. Linkous 
of the Special Education Department, University of Alabama served as 
Project Director. 

Each of the four projects were conducted cooperatively among local 
school districts, the Special Education Department of the University of 
Alabama, and the State Program for Exceptional Children and Youth. The 
local school districts participating were Anniston, Huntsville, Jefferson 
County and Tuscaloosa City. All projects were exploratory attempts to 
increase educational services to children with emotional problems, and 
each project capitalised on local needs and resources. 

The following table briefly indicates the nature of the activities, 
and a current descriptive brochure is available on request • 



LOCATION 



PROGRAM EMPHASIS 



Anniston 



Behavior Consultant 



Huntsville 



Teacher Training 



Jefferson County 



Supportive Services 



Tuscaloosa City 



Group Evaluation 



17 



ALABAMA INSTITUTE FOR DEAF AND BLIND 



Dr. W. We Elliott recently announced that ha had boon notified by 
Senator a John Sparkman, Jim Allan and Repre tentative Bill Nichole that 
a grant of $150,250.00 had bean made to the Deaf-Blind Department of the 
Alabama Inatltute for the flacal year 1970. Dr. Elliott atated that this 
grant via to bo uaad in tho upgrading of tho program at tho Holon Kollor 
Cottage# where 31 children are now enrolled from 13 different atatea. 

These children are multiply handicapped being totally deaf and blind or 
have bean classified as legally deaf and blind even though they might 
have some residual hearing and partial vision. 

The grant was made available under Public Law 90-247, Part C, Amended 
Title VI of the Elementary Secondary Education Act. This Department has 
been designated as a Regional Comprehensive Diagnostic and Educational 
Center for the Southeastern Region. Under the provisions of the act the 
grant will provide for additional specialized teaching and the Center will 
be used as a training laboratory for other teachers in the region. It will 
provide for a regional coordinator who will coordinate training and educa- 
tional programs for deaf-blind children in the southeastern region com- 
prised of Alabama, Florida, Georgia and Tennessee. His office will be 
In Talladega and under the direction of the administration of the Alabama 

Institute. 

Nona of these funds can be used for the payment of teachers' salaries 
or any part of the current program that is now in operation but will be 
used for the upgrading of the present program and the conducting of surveys 
to locate deaf-blind children in the southeastern region. No help is pro- 
vided In this grant for any other department of the Alabama Institutes 
which Includes schools for the deaf, schools for the blind, the technical 
facility and the adult department. 



In his statement regarding the receipt of this grant. Dr. Elliott . 
mada tha follow in g remarks: "The educational complex and training f ability 

located at Talladega is fast becoming recognized throughout the country 
as being the most comprehensive educational and training facility to be 
found. This grant is recognition of the tremendous work that has been done 
here for the deaf-blind since 1955. There was kaen competition throughout 
the U. S. for these funds and the amount of the grant to the Institute 
comprises a substantial part of the total funds which were appropriated. 

The act as passed by the Congress provided $1,000,000.00 for the fiscal 
yaar which is to be divided among the other sections of the country. No 
funds for construction were included in the grant. It is expected, however, 
that construction funds will be made available by the Congress in the near 
future for expanded facilities for deaf-blind children. 



19 



ALABAMA'S VISUALLY HANDICAPPED 



An Act of Congress "To Pronote the Educetlon of the Blind" » epproved 
March 3, 1879 (20 State 467), aa amended makea proviaiona for the educa- 
tion of legally blind children* 

At the beginning of thie year the nunber of puplle in Alabama whose 
vision came within the definition of bllndneee, totaled one hundred and 
thirty-eight etudente* These student a are receiving instructional materlala 
from the American Printing Houee for the Blind through the Program for Ex- 
ceptional Children and Youth. There are two State eponeored claeeee for 
the blind in the Birmingham City Syatem, with an enrollment of approximately 
sixteen children. There are one hundred and twenty-two identified partially 
sighted children attending public school classes. 

Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind, located at Talladega, serves 
the majority of children in the State who are either blind or deaf. They 
also provide for the deaf-blind students. 

Much new legislation la in the making for improving the program for the 
blind. Alabama has plans for the expansion and lmprovemsnts of their pro- 
grams in 1969-70. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OF THE HANDICAPPED 




Attending the Annual Maating at tha Washington Hilton Hotal vara 
•oai 3000 paraona fron tha 50 Stataa and a acora of foralgn countries* 

This annual avant brought togathar voluntaar and profaaalonal workers for 
tha handlcappad at thalr own axpanaa upon invitation of tha Whlta Houaa. 

Tbi program ravolvad about tha thni, "Naw Paths to Progress", and 
covarad a wida variety of topics of lntarast to tha rahabllltatlon , an* 
ployment and alllad professions. Harold Russall » Chairman of tha Prasldant's 
Commit taa, prasldad at tha opening session. Speakers Included: Honorable 

Robert Dole, Senator from Kansas; George P. Shultz , Secretary of Labor; 

Dr* Gudaund Harlem, of Oslo, Norway, President of tha International Society 
for Rahabllltatlon of tha Disabled; James E* Johnson, Vice Chairman, U. S* 
Civil Service Commission; Mrs* Ranee Carpenter, NBC-TV "Today" Show; 

Mrs. Elizabeth D. Koontz, Director of the Woman's Bureau* 

Alabama was represented by seventy-five members of the Governor's 
Committee for Employment of the Handicapped* The meeting was highlighted 
with an Alabama Congressional breakfast* The delegation was honored by the 
presence of Alabama's senators and representatives* 
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SPECIAL STUDY INSTITUTE FOR 
ALABAMA PARENTS OF PRESCHOOL 
DEAF CHILDREN 



A grant from tha U. S. Offica of Education anablad a group of almoat 
100 parent. of praachool daaf childran from all ovar tha atata of Al* b *«a 
to meet for three daya, November 6-8, 1968, in Birmingham. Undar tha grant 
apacial atipanda to tha paranta warn available to offaat tha coat of 
tog to tha workahop and alao halpad to pay for paranta room and board whila 

attending tha meeting. 

Through pr.Mnt.tlon. by a guMt faculty vho.. naabara war. drawn from 
California, Mlnnaaota, ud W« thing ton, D. C.{ and In a nunbar of nail group 
aa.alona, tha paranta had a ehanca to dlacuaa how thay could davalop battar 
and more conatructive relationships with their daaf children. 

The well-etructured conference permitted plenty of time for informal 
diacuaaiona between tha paranta, out-of -state consultants and Jhalarga 
number of profasaionala from Alabama univaraitiaa, achoola, and atata officaa, 

who alao participated . 

The committee which obtained tha grant, and planned and carried out the 
vary auccaaaful workahop waa undar tha direction of tha Chief Coneultant of 
tha Alabama State Program for Exceptional Childran and Youth. 




Dr. Alathena 
Smith checks over 
some of her visual 
aids with Fred 
Wells of Mont* 
gomery, a member 
of the Manning 
Committee. 







Parents meet with 
professionals to 
uk questions like, 
“How can we help 
get more trained 
teachers for our 
children?** 
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The “guest faculty** confers with 
Dr. Faye M. Brown, project di- 
rector for the state-wide meeting 
of Alabama parents of preschool 
deaf children. Left to right are: 
Mrs. Winifred N. Northcott, State 
of Minnesota Department of Ed- 
ucation; Dr. Alathena I. Smith , 
John Tracy Clinic, Los Angeles; 
Dr. Brown; and George W. Fd- 
lendorf , Alexander Graham Bell 
Association for the Deaf, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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P 0 Lo 85-926 AS AMENDED 
TRAINEESHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 



Increasing emphasis on equality of educational opportunity has focused 
national attention on improving education of the handicapped* Even though 
State agencies have subsidised programs for the preparation of professional 
personnel, the shortage of personnel has made expansion of the special pro- 
grams difficult* 

The scholarship awards for 1969-70 funded by the U* S* Office of Educa- 
tion and awarded by the State Department of Education in the areas of (a) 
Mantel Retardation (b) Emotionally Disturbed (c) Speech and Hearing (d) 
Crippled and Other Health Impaired have been awarded as follows: 

38 Summer Traineeships 

2 Master's Fellowships (Academic Year 1969-70) 

2 Post Master's Fellowships 

Areas : 

Mental Retardation 

Speech and Hearing 

Emotionally Disturbed 

Crippled and Other Health Impaired 



Any teacher wishing to apply for a summer traineeship or a fellowship, 
should write no later than January 30, 1970 to the Program for Exceptional 
Children and Youth, State Department of Education, requesting applications 



SPECIAL STUDY INSTITUTE PLANNED 
UNDER FUNDING FROM PUBLIC LAW 85-926 AS AMENDED 



Thi Program for Exceptional Children will hold a Special Study Inatitute 
in the Fall of 1969. Thia Inatitute will be directed toward an orientation 
for beginning 8pedal education teachera primarily in mental retardation but 
eleo other areae of exceptionalities. These beginning teachers will have an 
opportunity (1) to become familiar with the goals and objectives of the 
total Program for Exceptional Children and Youth in the state; (2) to be- 
come familiar with methods, techniques and use of specialised equipment ueed 
in teaching handicapped children; (3) to receive instruction in the inter- 
pretation of psychological evaluations, and become familiar with other diag- 
nostic instruments in order to help them plan appropriate educational pro- 
grams for handicapped children. It is hoped that some 150 beginning teachers 
may be Involved as well as supervisory and professional personnel. 
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PLANNING CONFERENCE 
HELD IN EARLY FALL 



In the beautiful Cheaha State Park, October 5, 1968 a group of key 
educators gathered to evaluate and make plans for great strides In 
Special Education o 

The conference was so structured to give each person an opportunity 
to present his views on such Items as teacher training, psychological 
services, local supervision, federal funding and continuity of the pro- 
gram 0 Expert leadership lead the groups in reaction sessions following 
each presentation.. 

The participants Included teachers of the handicapped, local super- 
visors, college staff, graduate students. Rehabilitation Service staff, 
administrators and medical personnel as well as the State Department staff* 

The keynote address was presented by Mr* Fred Welntraub, Assistant to 
the Executive Secretary of C. E. C„ , Council for Exceptional Children, 
Washington, D* C, "The Special Education Model-Trends In Education for the 
Handicapped"* 

The following statements are examples of the comments from the evalua- 
tions of this conference: 

(1) "I felt that the Special Education Planning Conference at Cheaha 

last week-end was a very real success. It gave a number of in- 
dividuals the opportunity of looking rather objectively at the 
problems the State Is facing If reasonable provisions are to be 
made for Exceptional Children and Youth in public school class- 
rooms 0 " 

(2) "Fred's speech was provocative and wide enough In scope to pro- 

vide a foundation for the continuing discussions of the week- 
end* He placed the burden of answering the unspeakable questions 
on the Alabama group*" 



Po Lc 89-10 ESEA TITLE VI-A 1969 



For the year of 1968-69, forty Title VI-A Projects were funded to 
Alabama local school systems, in the amount of $464, 390 . 91. 

40 Number of school districts involved in projects (including 
cooperative projects) 

23 Number of projects starting operation February 1, 19o9 
17 ~~ Number having summer programs 

1 Number of cooperative projects 

20 Number of county projects 

19 Number of city projects 



Title VI-A purpose, unlike Title III (innovating and exemplifying new 
programs) is for expansion and improvement of school systems existing 

programs . 



These projects are doing many things to aid Alabama s handicapped 
child ren 0 Some things provided for in 1969 's programs ares (1) creat ng 
more classes primarily summer school programs, for all areas of exception- 
ality: mentally retarded, hearing impaired, speech impaired, emotionally 

disturbed and physically handicapped; (2) providing for expanding ex ****“* 
classroom programs through purchase of equipment and instructional mater a , 
placing more specialized personnel for supervision and consul tingin to sys- 
tems; (3) providing for screening projects and psychological services, (4) 
in-depth teacher In-service training programs. 



In the Fall of 1969, school superintendents were notified of the pro- 
cedures necessary to be followed in submission of projects. Area consultant 
service was available if needed in developing the project proposals. The 
local systems were allowed to use their imagination and creativity. The 
local systems were encouraged to submit proposals to meet their area nee s. 

In writing proposals the local school systems were encouraged to be realistic 
in requesting funds. Ho specified amount of funds was allotted or suggested 

for individual projects. 



The projects for 1968-69 included the following types of service: 



lo Psychological Services (contracted). 

2. Speech Correctionist . 

3o Teachers of the Educable Mentally Retarded. 

4 0 Teachers of the Trainable Mentally Retarded. 

5o Teachers ©f children with Learning Disabilities. 
6 0 Teachers of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing. 

7o In-Service Training Program. 

8. Summer Traineeships. 



Ihg Alabama local school systems will be 
for submitting projects for Title VI 1969-70, 
ment receives notification from Washington, 
limited qualified personnel, joint proposals 



notified again of procedures 
when Alabama's State Depart - 
Because of limited funds and 
involving several systems are 



encouraged . 
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STATE TITLE VI PILOT STUDY 
VERY YOUNG DEAF CHILD 
AND PARENT EDUCATION PROGRAM 



A first fox ths State of Alabama is tha Titla VI Daaf Study, locatad in 
tha Children's Csntar of Montgomsry and is diractad by Tha Stats Program for 
Excaptional Children It is a par tnt -oriented program designed to assist 
tha parents in helping their daaf Infant to acquire Inner language, and 
ultimately vocal communication, as near tha normal age as possible. 



A natural approach to language development with play therapy technique 
is used to involve these very young children (0-3 years). Auditory aware- 
ness, stimulation and training are vital factors in tha total program, these 
aiding tha child to use his xasldual hearing to tha maximum. Both Individual 
hearing aids as well as powerful auditory training equipment are used to 
achieve their goal. 

The project format is a home setting, with a living room, child's 
bedroom, kitchen and bath all attractively and appropriately furnished. 

Active parent participation is a requirement in order to obtain cooperation, 
reinforcement and guidance necessary for the child's continued progress. 









lor the tlret low south* In the project, a child la aaan Individually 
onca or twlca aach week for oa* hour aaaalona. Tha nuabar of tlaaa a child 
attanda aaeh vaak depend, on the age and accaaalblllty of tha child. Iha 
older children have the priority on twice-weekly aaaalona. After the child 
haa achieved aufflcient aochal naturatlon and Inner language, he la brought 
lSto a group altuatlon onca a weak, etlU continuing hie weakly lndlviduel 

••••Ions o 



Evaluation la continuous. Each activity of aach tharapy suasion is 
svaluatad as wall as tha antlra sassion. Evary two aonths a detailed aval- 
uation Is writtun on aach child emphasising such objactivas as language 
development, speech reading » speech production auditory tralnlng» social 
emotional growth and aotor development. 

An inportent part of the project is the parent group meeting. These 
nestings are held twice a month. Books pertaining to education of the very 
young deaf child, language developaant and speech are reviewed and dis- 
cussed. Fllas on the subject are seen and discussed. 







Occasionally an outside 
consultant is invited to 
the session. At all tlaas» 
the parents and the children 
are the focal point of these 
meetings. Group and indi- 
vidual counseling play a 
vital part in these meetings. 
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ESRA - TITLE III 
PROJECTS FOR THE HANDICAPPED 



Th« Element ary-Secondary Act Title III u amended provide* for fifteen 
percent of the fund* to be need for services to handicapped children, un- 
like Title VI, which provide* for improvement and expansion of programs for 
the handicapped. Title III, ESEA monies are to be used in innovative and 
exemplary programs for the handicapped students. 



The nuhber of proposals submitted for study was impressive and the 
variety of ideas was extensive. The projects which were selected by the 
reviewing committee covered such areas as establishing continuity of pro- 
gram, a multi-disciplinary approach to working with the handicapped and 
correlative education for children with limited heerlng. 



Members of the State Department of Education Program for Exceptional 
Children along with members of the Title III staff worked with the State 
Advisory Committee in formulating guidelines and with the local school 
idministrators in planning and writing proposals. 



Through this funding it is anticipated the handicapped children in our 
state will derive great benefit. 
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handicapped children’s early education 

ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1968 (P.L. 90-538) 



Th* Fraaldaat on S«pt.ub.r 30, 1968, •l«n»l tha Haadle^d ChU^m ’ • 
tlon and Welfare. 

,, . Br .. t del of ovldoaeo that tha praoehool yoara ata tha -oat 
critical for a child 'a futura daralopaaat. *aaaareh conjtactad wcautly 
dice, that at four a '^^.f'^.^^tMkTSlld’a LtU 
^‘^“«il C h U ^lcpt C .P^.r. to b. th. parlod fro- birth throu.h th. 
urly childhood yoara. 

a hri»f m i n of tha najor proviaiona of tha Law include (1) con- 
fivin« b ofaarlT childhood education in a broad aanaa rather than a airole 

daaaroon unit (experimentation • nd *T^ u ^ i ®^p MningT^* integration 

tlclpatloo’thwth cosmaalluS - “Ela. 

tsiSm m 
90 »— of tta 

coat of project. 

Tha Act authoriaee for tha appropriation of 
fiacalyaar 1969. t« -lllloo dollar, for flacal y««r 1970, and tualr. 

million dollara for fiacal year 1971. 

Approxl—ataly tan local adueatloo agauclaa hava alraady appllad for 
•iilitinea under thia Act» 
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PLANNING CONFERENCE 

BUREAU FOR EDUCATION OF THE HANDICAPPED 



Dr. Faye M. Brown (Chief Consultant of the Program for tha Exceptional 
Children and Youth) participated in tha planning conference for Special 
Education programs at the Department of Health, Education and Welfare in 
Washington, D. C., on Hay 26-27. 

She represented the Southeastern Area in this planning session. The 
conference included program planning and budgeting for Special Education 
programs, regional workshops, and establishing priorities for the 1970 s. 

Dr. Brown’s participation on this committee will be a great contribu- 
tion to our expanding Alabama Special Education Program. She will con- 
tinue to serve on this committee through 1969-70. 
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ERIC 



o 

ERLC 



STATE ADOPTED TEXTBOOKS 
FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 



An Tnuarv 9 1969. upon tha racommanda t ion of tha Alabama Taxtbook 

fcmmlttaa thY Stita Board of Education adoptad “ thil 

mnronrlata for spacial aducation students. It abould be noted that thia 

Liat providaa a wida rang# of appropriata raading materials geared foK 
it *— r y , intor— dinto, junior high and high achool aga apacial atud— t . 

Each auparlntandant haa racaivad a copy of thia atataadoptad liat . 
rhn MM nrocadura uaad to purchaaa regular textbooks applies to these 
Eor spacial education, Should you hava quastlons about tha purchaaa of 
ipadal aducation books not shown on tha taxtbook list. p aasa con a 
to. C. P. Hayasp Stata Taxtbook Consultant, Room 406, Stata Offic 
Building, Montgomury, Alabama 36104 o 
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS 



A new type of Olympic gtaii was hold this spring in Alabama. Thasa 
vara callad "Spadal Olympics" and all events vara gaarad to handicapped 
people. Several school systems In our state held supervised field days 
and Special Olympics In preparation for the Southern Regional Special 
Olympics which was held on June 6-7 , 1969 at the University of South 
Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina. 

Some of the events In which the handicapped youngsters could compete 
In ware as follows: 

50 yard dash. Standing Broad Jump, High Jump, 300 yard run, softball 
throw, and swimming events. 



NATIONALLY KNOWN EDUCATORS 
VISIT ALABAMA 



The following group of outstanding sducators hava asslstad tha Stata 
Department staff in planning and axpansion of sarvlcas during tha past yaar: 

Mr. Prad Welntraub, Assistant to Executive Secretary, Council for 
Exceptional Children, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. John Shaggatt, Assoc lata Dir actor, Southaastarn Instructional 
Matarlals Can tar, Tanpa, Florida. 

Mr. Gaorga Fallingdorf, Editor of Volta Raviaw, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Alt hens Smith, John Tracy Clinic, Los Angelas, California. 

Mrs. Winnifrad Northeutt, Stata Department of Education, Minnesota. 

Dr. William Wolf, University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 

Mrs. Alpha Brown, formar Chief Consultant, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Dr. Edwin Martin, Associate Deputy Commissioner , B. E. H., Washington, D. C 

Dr. James Gallagher, Deputy Commissioner, B. E. H., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. William Gear, Exacutlva Secretary, Council for Excaptional 
Children, Washington, D. C. 




"SPECIAL GROUP - SPECIAL MUSIC!" 



The versatile and talented "Alley Cats" musical group has provided 
many hours of pleasurable entertainment and relaxation* This group of 
Special Education students are from The Workshop, Birmingham, Alabama 
and have performed all over the state. They delighted the audience of 
the Southeastern American Association of Mental Deficiencies at their 
annual meeting in December, 1968* They also performed at the Superintend 
dents' Conference in Montgomery on June 26, 1969. 
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ALABAMA FEDERATION 
COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 



Approximately two hundred members of the Alabama Faderation, Council 
for Exceptional Children assembled at the new Center for Developmental 
and Learning Dieordere in Birmingham February 8, 1969 for *£ #lt ?“?“•* 
meeting. One of the purposes of the meeting was to honor Mrs. Alpha Brown, 
former Chief Consultant of Special Education in Alabama. 

The program was highlighted by the presentation of a silver aspic dish 
with engraving recognizing Mrs. Brown's outstanding services 
of Alabama The group responded with a standing ovation. In »^ition to 
this, a bi-annual distinguished service award was announced. This » w “* 
will be called “The Alpha Brown Service Award to recognize an outstanding 
ttichtr in the field of Special Education o 



Other program highlights included Dr. Faye Brown, who explained the 
implementation of new programs in Special Education in Al»t>ama, and the in 
troduction of the college Special Education Department Heads by Dr. Gale 
Lambrlght, President-elect of CoEeC» Programs* 



Dr» Wilson Dietrich, Educational Consultant for the Center for Learn- 
ing Disorders, explained the services available in the newly constructed 
Children's Facility and directed a tour through the modern center contain- 
ing the newest and most expert aides for overcoming learning and develop- 
mental disorders » 



Mrs. Daisy Styles and Mrs. Brown 



A Tribute To 
Mrs. Alpha Brown 
Whose. . . 

leadership as a former Chief Consultant in the Program of Exceptional Children 
and Youth provided the groundwork for the activities reported herein: 




